Technology Committee Meeting

January 18, 2007

Minutes

Members Present:  Sarah Antos, Mike Connors, Debra Friedman, Doreen Fritz, John Gibson, Helen Harper, Charlene Krueger, Ron Lilke, Barry Marks, Craig Moore, Brigit Riordan, Patty Sarkady

Members Absent:  Rachel Bernstein, Laura Drzonek, Geoff Geltner, Troy Gobble, Dan Mancoff, Rick Mangun, Gary Prokes. 
The meeting came to order at about 3:25 p.m. Pizza and pop were served. 

I. Filtering 

Deb Friedman led the discussion about the new filtering software we have purchased through the ICN. She distributed a list of categories that can be filtered, and pointed out exceptions that can be made to each category. For example, you can filter the category of pornography, but if you list the exception of “For Kids”, or “For Education,” that will allow sites that may otherwise be listed as pornographic because of some content such as “breast.” The committee decided after much discussion to go ahead and filter the CIPA-required categories, to select the exceptions “For Kids” and “Education,” and to tweak as we go. We should be able to control sites that will be allowed and/or filtered locally, and a subcommittee including lab assistants, library media specialists, the technology department staff will work together to figure out how to manage that process. The goal reached by consensus is to comply with the CIPA law so that we can continue to receive federal funds while still allowing our community of learners to access information as freely as possible. What was not decided that will be a part of future discussions was what to do about filtering sites that are not dangerous, but that encourage off-task behaviors such as game sites. Doreen offered to make an announcement at either the faculty meeting or the Institute Day on Friday, January 26th. Teachers should be aware of the importance of pre-testing their lessons to make sure that websites they need for students are still accessible and so that they’re not caught unawares without a viable lesson when they are in the lab.
II. Budget – Timeline and Process     Doreen distributed pages of information from past years’ budget process. She issued a reminder to all committee members that ALL software, AV equipment, and computer-related equipment must be requested through a central purchasing process, with all requests going through Doreen Fritz. She will divvy up the requests – technology to Mike Connors, AV to Gary Prokes, and instructional software to her own budget. Last year’s deadline for requests was March 10, so Tech Committee department reps were reminded to work with their department chairs to gather lists of requests on time. 
III. Current status of Renovation Plans  
Mike Connors arrived at the Tech Committee meeting fresh from a meeting with Gary Prokes, the architects, renovation planners, and John Gibson.  He reported that much work remains to be done in determining the technology to be included in the standard classroom. Because all school wide systems such as fire, phone, security, etc. are included in the tech budget, our plans may have to be scaled back a bit, or staggered over a longer period of time.  

IV. Announcements


· Larry Stilgebauer Technology Award. This year’s RB sole nominee is Mark Gouwens, for his American History project wherein he has his students create a pseudo-MySpace page for a notable historical figure from the World War II era. 

· Mimeo interactive whiteboard.  Geoff Geltner and Michelle Koehler are piloting the use of the new mimeo, and have agreed to “show and tell” at a future faculty meeting. 

· Showcase items for Institute Day.  
· Dan Mancoff is doing a workshop on a PBL unit in English

· Helen Harper and Dan are co-leading a workshop on using technology to redefine the research process

· Doreen is doing one on plagiarism

· Barb Dunn is leading a workshop on using video with her AP Spanish students

· there’s a workshop on using the graphing calculator by Sandy Czajka and Steve Yurek

· Rick Mangun is doing several workshops, including one on Digital Portfolios, one on IPods, and one on Adobe software products

· Gary Prokes and Patty Sarkady are leading one to encourage teachers to use the TV studio to vary instruction in their non-TV classes
· Rachel Bernstein is doing a workshop about a PBL unit in Economics

Technology is well-represented in the upcoming showcases!

The meeting adjourned by 4:15 P.M.  Our next meeting will be on Thursday, February 15th. Please notify Doreen Fritz if you will be unable to attend. 

