Minutes of Technology Committee meeting

February 15, 2007

Members Present:  Sarah Antos, Mike Connors, Laura Drzonek, Deb Friedman, Doreen Fritz, Geoff Geltner, John Gibson, Troy Gobble, Helen Harper, Charlene Krueger, Rick Mangun, Craig Moore, Gary Prokes, Brigit Riordan, Patty Sarkady
Members Absent:  Rachel Bernstein, Ron Lilke, Dan Mancoff, Barry Marks, Brigit Riordan

I. Announcements

- Larry Stilgebauer Award. Our sole nominee this year, Mark Gouwens, has been awarded an Honorable Mention award for his MySpace for World War II Characters assignment. He is entitled to two free one-day registrations to the IL-TCE Conference, as well as an invitation to the Awards Reception at 5:45 p.m. on March 1st at Pheasant Run. RBHS has a long list of winners of this tech award. 

-  IL-TCE Conference. (Illinois Technology Conference for Educators) We have quite a few people who will be attending the conference this year.  The Library’s staff development budget includes a line item to support teachers attending this conference, which offers many practical examples for incorporating technology into curriculum. RB staff attending the conference include Christine Stiel and Dan Mancoff (English), Linda Gorman (Wellness), Kathy Peterson (Applied Arts), Patty Sarkady (Applied Arts and TV), Deb Friedman (Technology), Doreen Fritz and Helen Harper (Library and Instructional Technology), and John Gibson (Business Manager). Mark Gouwens is also now eligible to attend, and he will decide this week whether to register.
II. Software List by Department

Please turn in to Deb Friedman your copy of the software list that was distributed to you earlier this week. (by Feb. 23rd, please)   On the list, highlight or circle the software titles that are used by anyone in your department. Any software not “claimed” by any department will not be installed when the new servers are set up, hopefully this summer. 
III. Computer Recycle Plan


Mike Connors presented a six-year plan for replacing and recycling computers and printers throughout the school, justifying an annual budget allotment of $50,000 for each of the first three years, and $80,000 for each subsequent year. Accompanying the plan was a list of 11 assumptions, which provided more information about costs, how decisions will be made, the numbers of computers that will be needed before and after the renovations, and so on. See your copy of the handouts for more information.
IV. Discussion re: “Why do we need updated technology?”


Since we’ve not had an annual budget allotment for technology in the past, the Superintendent has asked the Tech Committee to come up with justification for including an annual cost for updating, replacing, and recycling computers – he wants to know what affect, if any, updating computer systems will have on our district goals, i.e. on student achievement. 


Much discussion followed. It was generally agreed that there is no data available to prove the specific and direct affect that technology has on student achievement, just as that data isn’t available for the effect of textbooks, comfortable chairs, adequate lighting, chalkboards, or other tools for learning. 

The final outcome was that the committee decided to compile a collected presentation to share with the Supt. – each department will write a bulleted list of 5-10 items which highlight some exemplary technology uses in their classrooms, and express opinions about how instruction would be affected if the technology weren’t available.  D. Fritz offered to compile all department lists into one uniformly-formatted presentation. A small contingent of the Tech Committee will meet with the Supt. to share our best thoughts on the relationship between technology and student achievement.

V.  Other


Rick Mangun announced that the “tech grants” that he oversees will most likely be used for the same purposes for which they’ve been used in the past, i.e. purchasing computer systems and software to support Career and Technical Education efforts here at RB. 


The Committee adjourned at about 4:30 p.m.

