Cintematography:  How Does It Affect A Shot?

Assignment:

Using one of the “standard” shots that I’ve posted on Edline, use some of the special effects in Photoshop to change the “cinematography” of the shot.  Then explain how your choices might affect the shot.

Instructions:

1.
I have posted several sample images on our class page at Edline.  Choose ONE.

2.
Remember that cinematography encompasses the following:

· Lighting = bright? Dark? Shadows? Contrast?

· Colors = primary? Pastels? Bright? Dark? Which ones? Dominant colors?

· Framing = where in the frame are the characters? How big or small are they?

· Focus = blurry? Sharp?

3.
Imagine that your image is IN a movie.  Play around with making alterations to the cinematography (see attached).  Ultimately, you must decide on an EFFECT you want the cinematography to have.  Consider:

· Are you making the shot more emotional? What emotion? How? Why?

· Are you making characters more or less powerful? How? Why?

· Are you drawing our attention to something? How? Why?

· Are you making things more or less realistic? How? Why?

4.
YOU WILL TURN IN:

· A color printout of your revised image.

· A ONE PAGE explanation of your image, how and why you altered it.  Written explanation will:

· Explain what cinematography choices you made.

· Explain how they affected the shot.

· Explain why you made them.

· Be double-spaced, spell-checked, and edited.

Using Photoshop to Alter Cinematography
Use the [image: image1.png]


 tool generally to select only a portion of the picture to work on.

LIGHTING

Several Photoshop commands will affect lighting.  They include:
· “Image” ( “Adjust” ( “Brightness/Contrast”

· “Filter” ( “Distort” ( “Diffuse Glow”

· “Filter” ( “Render” ( “Lighting Effects”
COLORS

Experiment with ANYTHING under “Image” ( “Adjust” that mentions “Color”.  Varying effects.
FRAMING

· Use the 
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 tool to draw a box around part of the picture that you want to emphasize.  Then use “Image” ( “Crop” to remove other areas of the picture.
· Use “Image” ( “Resize Image” to enlarge or shrink your picture.
FOCUS

Many of the options under the “Filter” menu will affect focus in interesting ways.  Some of these “Filter” affects create dramatic changes in cinematography as well.  Be careful! (
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