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Post # 7
I think he wrote it to honor the soldiers. He wrote the book for people. For example he wrote, “Speaking of Courage,” in Notes pg 155 because his friend Norman Bowker suggested it. He wrote that chapter of his book for someone else rather than himself. He writes about people to have them remembered and honored. One reason he wanted to write about Bowker was b/c he killed himself and O’Brien wants everyone to remember him as a good soldier, etc. 
He also wrote his book to explain the war. He is again remembering Bowker in “Notes” by explaining how he Bowker felt about the war while at the same time he is explaining war to his viewers. He is explaining how generally, soldiers have a hard switch from war to peace. It is not always a smooth glide. 
He writes these (true or false) stories to explain in a strong way how he feels (along with others). He wants to explain in the best way possible how he feels about what happened. In “Good Form” it says that he did not actually kill the man but that’s how he felt and he wanted to let the readers truly know how he felt. 
He also very much writes this book to bring the dead to life and to return them to the world. He explains that in “The Lives of the Dead” he explains how he could bring them (Ted Lavender, Kiowa, Curt Lemon) back by writing these stories just like he brought back Linda, his first love who died, by dreaming. Bring the dead back to life in his book just helps him cope.
Writing helps him get over stuff like the war.
Mag89
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.livejournal.com/users/shkluckystar14/" 
shkluckystar14
 
2005-01-04 23:26 (link) 

	
	i agree that he writes some of the stories in remembrance 

(Reply to this)
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.livejournal.com/users/lizzy68/" 
lizzy68
 
2005-01-05 00:40 (link) 

	
	nice entry jamie! i also think he wrote if for the soldiers and also to educate us. most peoplez don't know anything about the war and he just wanted to explain it. but i think he could have done a better job in writing the book. some stories were interesting but some were confusing and just weird. 

(Reply to this)
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.livejournal.com/users/jana827/" 
jana827
 
2005-01-05 02:25 (link) 

	
	I thought you made a really good point with how it actually said he wrote the story due to a friends suggestion. I agree with you in that he wanted to explain the war. I think this is why he made it a fiction book, so he could further prove his point about certain parts of the war, and maybe he thought they needed exaggeration to be better understood by the non-war people. 

(Reply to this)
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.livejournal.com/users/darksideup/" 
darksideup
 
2005-01-05 02:26 (link) 

	
	There are many different views as to why Tim O'Brien wrote this book. Myself and a few other people think that he wrote it because he was trying to show his aspect on the war...but I think that you're view on it is pretty cool. Who really knows why he wrote the book? I think that it would be really interesting to find out. 


prompt #4
At this point, im getting somewhat confused with this book. O'Brien says that you shouldnt believe a true war story, but then he also claims that the importance of the story is whether you believe it or not (the part the really confused me). 
He goes on to state “And in the end, of course, a true war story is never about war. It’s about sunlight". I interpreted this (maybe incorrectly) as being that war stories werent usually about war, that they had other morals. This I can understand, as all stories have basic themes (ex: being sad and someone cheering you up). I think he is trying to show that war isn't just fighting, that there are emtions an everyday person experences that make up war. I've never been in a war, but this makes sense, and I'm starting to think that this is why he wrote the book.
In conclusion, I'm not really sure wheather this was a true war story or not... 

ps: This book confuses me a lot...
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	Hope this helps alittle 
(Anonymous) 
2004-12-17 16:43 (link) 

	
	I know. This is really confusing. However, I think that he is saying that the true war stories are just stories that you could beleive anyway you want. Like there are no right answers. It is just how you feel about the story. You don't exactly have to agree with everyone else. The true war stories are very debatable just like the book. I hope that helped!
Jamie Magdic 
Mag89 

(Reply to this)(Thread)
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	Re: Hope this helps alittle 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.livejournal.com/users/lilmizz044/" 
lilmizz044
 
2004-12-17 20:01 (link) 

	
	I agree with Jamie I think he kind of leaves it up yo your imagination. It depends on whether you believe it or not.
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