The Things They Carried:  LiveJournal Blog

GRADING RUBRIC

Student Name ________________________ Screenname _______________________________
Posting #1: Share your reaction to The Things They Carried thus far.  You may consider the following questions in your reaction:  What—specifically—do you like or dislike about the memoir?  What aspects of the memoir thus far are surprising?  Have you had emotional responses to O’Brien’s writing? 
(5 possible points)

Posting( _____ Support
_____Focus
_____Readability

Response(  _____ Support
_____Focus
_____Readability
Posting #2: What links in the wider Internet have you found that are relevant to what you are reading?  These can be links about the actual novel, but don’t have to be.  Connect the world wide web meaningfully to your reading.
(5 possible points)

Posting( _____ Support
_____Focus
_____Readability

Response(  _____ Support
_____Focus
_____Readability

Posting #2:  What is the role of shame in the lives of these soldiers?  You may consider the following questions in your posting:  Does shame drive acts of heroism or stupidity or both?  What is the relationship between shame and courage, as explained by O’Brien? 
(5 possible points)

Posting( _____ Support
_____Focus
_____Readability

Response(  _____ Support
_____Focus
_____Readability
Posting #4:  O’Brien defines a “true war story” throughout “How to Tell a True War Story.”  In what ways is The Things They Carried a true war story?  Keep in mind that, in order to create an effective posting, you must consider how O’Brien defines a “true war story” as well as how he defines “truth.” 
(5 possible points)

Posting( _____ Support
_____Focus
_____Readability

Response(  _____ Support
_____Focus
_____Readability
Posting #5:  What does “The Sweetheart of Song Tra Bong” tell us about the nature of the Vietnam War?  In order to effectively construct this posting, you will need to refer specifically to stories other than “The Sweetheart of Song Tra Bong” for the sake of specificity and support. 
(5 possible points)

Posting( _____ Support
_____Focus
_____Readability

Response(  _____ Support
_____Focus
_____Readability
Posting #6: On the copyright page of the novel, the following disclaimer appears: “This is a work of fiction.  Except for a few details regarding the author’s own life, all the incidents, names, and characters are imaginary.”  How does this statement affect your reading of the novel, thus far? 
(5 possible points)

Posting( _____ Support
_____Focus
_____Readability

Response(  _____ Support
_____Focus
_____Readability
Posting #7: Why do you think O’Brien wrote this book?  (You are strongly encouraged to use the entire collection of stories in responding to this prompt.  However, the sections on “Notes” and “Good Form” are useful places to investigate this question—along with, of course, “The Lives of the Dead.”) 
(5 possible points)

Posting( _____ Support
_____Focus
_____Readability

Response(  _____ Support
_____Focus
_____Readability
Posting #8:  Personal Choice response to the novel as a whole; this is your chance to say your piece about The Things They Carried. 
(5 possible points)

Posting( _____ Support
_____Focus
_____Readability

Response(  _____ Support
_____Focus
_____Readability
Total Score = ____ / 40 possible points

