MAPPING THEMES – Wrapping up The Things They Carried
Points:

15
Due:

End of class
Goal:

Create a linked map showing major symbols within the central stories of The Things They Carried and thematic links between stories.

Instructions:

1.
Use the program Inspiration for today’s activity.

If you have never used this program, it is just designed to let you place “buttons” on the screen with text inside them and link them together with arrows to make concept maps.

See reverse of this sheet or see me if you have questions on its use.

2.
Place down a button representing the various stories of the novel.  The button should be a picture of what you consider to be the “primary” symbol of that story.


At least include the following stories:

· The Things They Carried

· On the Rainy River

· How to Tell a True War Story

· Sweetheart of the Song Tra Bong

· The Man I Killed

· Speaking of Courage

· In the Field

· Ghost Soldiers

· The Lives of the Dead

If Inspiration does not have a picture of an item you want, you can search google.com and its images tab, save an appropriate picture, and import it into Inspiration as a button.  See reverse of the page for directions.

3.
Draw links between the stories where you see thematic connections.


Label the links with a brief phrase describing the connections you saw.

4.
When you’ve placed your buttons and added your links, open Microsoft Word and summarize briefly for each button:

· What is the symbol?  Make sure it’s clear to me.

· Why do you think it is the primary symbol of the story?

· What do you think it symbolizes?

Feel free to borrow from ideas that we’ve shared in class.

USING INSPIRATION

How do you put down a button?

1. If you don’t have a toolbar showing button shapes, hit the F8 key to bring one up.

2. Click on the screen in a place that you’d like a button to be.

3. Click on a picture on the toolbar that represents the picture you want.

4. A button will appear.

How do I pick shapes for the buttons?

1. Make sure you have the button toolbar – hit F8 if you don’t have one.

2. There are three arrows at the top of the toolbar.

3. The right and left arrows cycle you through the various pages of pictures.

4. The down arrow shows you all the categories of pictures.

How do I make a button out of an Internet picture?

1. Go to google.com and click on the images tab.

2. Search for the image you want.

3. When you find the image, right-click on it and save it into your server folder.

4. Back in Inspiration, go to “Edit” and then “Insert Graphic”.

5. Find and open the picture you just saved.

6. It should appear as a button on the screen.

How do I make a link?
1. You need two buttons on the screen to make a link.

2. Click on the link tool at the top of the screen.

3. Click on the button where you want the link to start.

4. Click on the button where you want the link to end.

5. The link should appear.

6. Click on the link to label it.

If you want to get rid of the arrow on the link, do the following:

1. Click once on the link.

2. Select “Link” on the menu, then “Arrow Head Ending Point” and then “None.”

3. The arrow will go away.

