What Do I Need To Know About WebQuests?

What is a WebQuest?

The idea behind a WebQuest is that you pose the students a relatively open-ended problem/task which they must accomplish using at least some resources based on the Internet.

Why would I ever want to make one?

· More and more, students are getting information from the Internet.  This provides them an opportunity to do so in a CONSTRUCTIVE manner with EDUCATIONAL goals, rather than learning bad habits informally.

· WebQuests, by their nature, are STUDENT-CENTERED.
· WebQuests can often be COLLABORATIVE.

· Hosting an assignment on the web in the form of a WebQuest is way to maintain an archive of your best work AND to keep it updated and current.

How do I make one?

WebQuests are Internet-based, which does mean that you need to use some form of web design software to build one – Frontpage, Dreamweaver, Composer.

The idea of “building a webpage” can be intimidating, but for the purposes of building a simple WebQuest, many are no more difficult than using a word processing program.

Dan Mancoff, Helen Harper, or Doreen Fritz can ALL show you how to use these programs.

What’s the best resource for learning more?

Doreen and Helen taught an entire RB University course centered around WebQuests.  They have an EXCELLENT web site developed with links to MANY resources.  It can be found at:

http://www.rbhs.w-cook.k12.il.us/webquests.htm
OVER(
Basic WebQuest Template

INTRODUCTION:

In this section you type a short paragraph that grabs the attention of the student.  It suggests the problem that the students will be attempting to solve or creates a hypothetical situation that the student will be placing himself within for the activity.  Make it high interest – no instructions here.

TASK:

In this section, you define what the students must do AS BRIEFLY AS POSSIBLE – often no more than 2-3 sentences.

PROCESS:

In this section, you list out step by step instructions for how the students will accomplish the task.

RESOURCES:

In this section, you make a list of the MOST USEFUL Internet links that the students will need to visit in order to accomplish the task.  It’s a great idea to ANNOTATE the links so that the students KNOW what they will find if they visit them.

EVALUATION:

In this section, you explain HOW THE STUDENT WILL BE GRADED.  You can offer a rubric here if you’d like using http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php.

CONCLUSION:

In this section, you type a short paragraph that suggests what the student has hopefully learned during the activity and why that information may be relevant to the rest of their lives.  Leave them feeling good about what they’ve done!
