1984 :  The Blog

What the heck is a blog?

A blog (or weblog) is an online, customizable journal that you can use on the Internet.  It lets you keep track of writing, including pictures and hyperlinks if you want.  

Points:

50

Due:

9/27/04  (The Monday AFTER we finish the book) NO CUSHION!

Assignment:

Over the 10+ days that we’re reading 1984, keep track of your thoughts, reactions, and feelings about the book on a blog.  In addition, link to, read, and respond to 3-4 of your friends’ blogs in your own.  Finally, incorporate at least FIVE hyperlinks to the wider Internet that you think are relevant to the novel.

Directions:

1. See the “How to Set Up and Use a Blog” handout for start up instructions.

2.
You are responsible for a MINIMUM OF FIVE SUBSTANTIAL ENTIRES on the blog during your 10+ days of reading time.  You must enter by the following dates:

· Entry #1 must be done by 9/16 – tomorrow

· Entry #2 must be done by 9/20 – Monday

· Entry #3 must be done by 9/22 – next Wednesday

· Entry #4 must be done by 9/24 – next Friday

· Entry #5 must be done by 9/27 – the last Monday of the novel

There are NO CUSHIONS FOR THESE DATES.  You are working on your own time, but other people NEED you to have written so that they can read and respond to your journal.

Feel ABSOLUTELY FREE to have more than 5 entries – I’ll never penalize you for that.  Five is a minimum.

3.
You are also responsible for a MINIMUM OF FIVE LINKS to other sites on the Internet that you feel are relevant to what you are reading.  I assume that, as you add these links, you’ll explain in your entries why they are relevant.  Be creative.

4.
You are also responsible for reading/keeping up with at least THREE of your friends’ journals.  You are expected to respond/comment/think about what they are writing in your own journal entries.

What goes in an entry?

To some extent this is up to you.  Acceptable information includes, but is not limited to:

· What do you think of the book?

· Do you see connections between the book and modern day?

· Do you agree with the fears and worries of the author?

· What do you predict will happen as you keep reading?

· What thoughts, emotions, reactions does the book provoke?

· What questions do you have?  What don’t you understand?

· What links in the wider Internet have you found that are relevant to what you are reading?  These CAN be links ABOUT the actual novel, but don’t have to be.  They can also be links to topics that the novel makes you think about.

· What did your linked friends write?  Do you agree with them?  React to their writing.

How are you graded?

· Is it done?

· Have you met the minimum requirements?

· Is your writing readable/grammatical? It’s an Internet forum so the requirements are not as strict.

· Have you been thinking honestly about the novel?

· Are your responses on topic?  Reflective?  Thoughtful?
