Symbolism in Lord of the Flies

Points:
50

Due:

11/15 (+2 day cushion to 11/17)
Assignment:

Write an essay considering/arguing the meaning of a symbol of your choice.

Requirements:

· Your essay should be at least five paragraphs in length.

· Your essay should include sufficient quotes and support.

· Your essay should focus on ONE symbol.

· Your essay should offer ONE concrete definition of that symbol.

· As a hint, your essay will be strongest if you can relate your symbol to the overall analogy of the island as a representation of man's mind/personality.
A Hint From Experience:
In an ideal world, the quote will mention BOTH the symbol AND the concept.  Or at the very least, have a quote that talks about the symbol and then a quote that talks about the concept and how they are related.

Let’s say you think that fire represents death.  You might try this:

From the boys’ first moments on the island, the idea of fire is deadly.  When the boys get to the island, they light a fire on the mountain which ultimately kills one of their own.  After the blaze is set, it becomes dangerous and violent when “a tree exploded in the fire like a bomb.” (p. 46)  With the fire being mentioned as being like an explosive, the boys are reminded that a war is going on off of the island.  And the fire claims its first casualty on the island when the boy with the birthmark on his face disappears.  Immediately after the fire, Piggy reminds everyone, “Them little ‘uns was wandering about down there where the fire is.  How d’you know they aren’t still there? … that little ‘un … him with the mark on his face,  I don’t see him.  Where is he now?” (p. 46)  Though the boys can never be sure, they feel that the little boy has died in the fire, perhaps with others.  Clearly, the fire has caused the death of one of the boys, and, more importantly, it is not an accidental death, but a death of the boys’ own making.

The next paragraph might be about how the boys have control over the fire and therefore control over death – or something like that!

How do you organize this paper?

Idea #1:
Organize it chronologically…

Let’s say that your symbol is “clothing”.  And let’s say that you decide that clothing represents civilization and order.

First paragraph can be about the state of clothing at the beginning of the book – early on how “civilized” are the boys?  You should be able to tell from the clothing.

Second paragraph can be about how this changes – you might talk about Ch.4 and how the boys are wearing less and less clothing as they become less and less civilized.

Third paragraph can be about the ending.  What finally happens to the clothes?  Talk about how little Jack wears when he is hunting at the end.

Idea #2:
Organize it categorically

Your symbol should represent ONE basic concept, but maybe you can divide that concept into related categories?

For example, if your symbol is “fish and sea creatures”, let’s say you decide that the fish represent power and control.  You could then divide the idea of “power and control” into some related categories.

Maybe paragraph #1 is about power over other living beings – and you’ll talk about how Henry pokes at the little sea creatures with his stick.

Maybe paragraph #2 is about power over themselves – and you’ll talk about how the boys tried to feed themselves with crab and fish.

Maybe paragraph #3 is about how the island ultimately has power over them – and you’ll talk about the sea creatures that interact with Simon in Ch. 9 – I know;  we haven’t gotten there yet!

Idea #3:
If you’re doing a COLOR specifically

I’d start by making a list of things/quotes that use that color.  What are the major objects/characters identified with your color in the story.  Then ask – what do those objects and things have in common?  THIS should be the concept that your symbol represents.

Then you can organize the three body paragraphs around three major objects/characters identified with your color.

Let’s say you are doing the color “green”.  What’s green in the book?

The animal droppings are green.  The vines and plants are green.  The water and reflections of the water in the lagoon are green.  Jack wants to have green paint for his face but doesn’t.

Most of those things are natural – droppings, plants, water.  So maybe green represents nature?  And maybe Jack WANTS his violence to be natural, but it isn’t.

Paragraph #1 could be about how the island is green – talk about the droppings and the wines.

Paragraph #2 could be about how the boys have a connection to the natural – talk about how they look green in the reflected waters of the lagoon.

Paragraph #3 could be about how Jack is unnatural – how he wants to be “green” but isn’t.
