American Rust, by Philip Meyer
Themes/Literary Elements: Consider how you would discuss any of these in an essay paragraph. What examples could you find to support the thesis that any of these IS an important theme of the novel?
Being Trapped 
  

Self-realization  

Stream-of-consciousness  

Self-discovery  

Failure  

Setting 

American Rust takes place in a fictional modern-day town called Buell, an economically devasted run-down steel town in Pennsylvania.  

 Discuss These Questions  
1. In what ways does seeing the novel through the eyes of six different characters affect your experience of the book? How would the book be different? How would it be if seen through the eyes of only one character? Which characters would be more or less likable if you only saw them from the outside? If you had to choose only one character, who would you choose to narrate the novel and why? 

2. Does your opinion of various characters change throughout the book? How and why? 

3. The main characters are all faced with important decisions that will affect not only their own lives, but also the lives of their loved ones. Discuss their various choices and what is at stake. Does each character make the right decision, in your opinion? 

4. When the book begins, Poe, despite his athleticism, considers himself a coward. Do you agree with his  assessment? Does he change by the book’s end? 

5. Harris, by most conventional measures, is a good man at the book’s beginning. Does he change by the book’s end? Is he still a good man? Wold society agree with you? 

6. Lee, according to her own words, at the beginning of the novel, abandoned her family to save herself. Do you agree with this self assessment? Does your opinion of her change by the end of the book? What would you do in her shoes? 

7. Many of the characters in this novel believe that they are not doing as well as their parents did and that their lives are less stable and their quality of life and job security are much worse than what their parents enjoyed. Is there any possibility of hope for these characters in the novel? Do you view the novel as ultimately grim, or do you see it as hopeful? 

8. Discuss the role of friendship in American Rust. Though Isaac and Poe seem to have little in common, they have a strong sense of loyalty to each other. What kinds of sacrifices do they make for each other. How would you compare their relationship, which is based on a deep sense of fidelity, to other relationships in the novel?   

9.  Describe the complex relationship between Poe and Lee from Poe’s point of view. 

10.  Explain the scene between Isaac and Daryl and what Isaac means when he says, “Being a rat was lower than being a murderer.”
11.  Talk about the moral dilemma Chief Harris faces with Poe and his situation. 
12.  What are Lee’s thoughts about Isaac’s staying in Buell and what is your own opinion about why he stayed so long? 

13.  Who is “the kid” that Isaac keeps referring to? 

14. Talk about the scene with Isaac in the diner and explain the significance of this scene in the story. 

15.  Analyze “the Baron” and whether or not he is a trustworthy character. 

