Flight, by Sherman Alexie
Characters:

· Zits is a tough, unloved, and bitter orphan who is passed from foster family to foster family and never seems to fit in anywhere. Living on the streets has forced Zits to become resentful, violent, and distrustful. He is unable to love anyone because no one has loved him. His father left the family when Zits was born, and his mother died when he was young.
· Justice is the first person that Zits is able to love. Justice lives in an abandoned warehouse in Seattle in a home constructed of garbage and used office furniture. His two prized possessions are a thirty-eight special and a paint gun.
· Officer Dave is the police officer who always arrests Zits. He is not out to get Zits in trouble or punish him; he just wants him to succeed in life. It is evident that Officer Dave too has been hurt in his life which is why he works so hard to save Zits from a homeless life. 
· Hank Storm is an FBI agent who has killed ruthlessly on a reservation before but Zits, in Hank’s body, has trouble doing the same.
· The Chief’s son is at the Battle of the Little Bighorn, Custer’s Last Stand and is forced to kill a young white soldier as revenge when a white soldier cut the Chief’s son’s throat.
· Gus is an old, arthritic warrior that has previously located an Indian camp for the white man’s invasion. He is now responsible for leading General Mustache to an Indian camp on the Colorado River.
· Jimmy is an adulterous pilot who has an affair with a woman in the hanger and his wife leaves him. He is haunted by memories of a man named Abbad whom he taught how to fly and who eventually flew his plane into a building in downtown Chicago.
· Zits’ Father left the family as Zits was being born.
Discussion Questions:
1. How does Zits’ journey through time help him uncover his true identity?

2. Despite his varying identities, which aspects of Zits personality remain constant? What are his views on violence?

3. Zits remembers his mother’s hair, voice, and quirks. However, he wishes that he didn’t remember anything about her. Why does Zits wish this?

4. How does Alexie convey Zits’ cynicism and sarcasm?
5. Why does Alexie make Zits an Indian? Is there a message behind this decision? What difficulties arise from Zits being a half-breed Indian? How does Zits overcome the prejudice attitude society has towards Native Americans?
6. While practicing with an empty real gun, or with the paint gun, Zits imagines killing people. It makes him feel powerful. However, when it actually comes down to killing people in his transformations, he often backs out. Is this a sign of weakness? Of sensibility?
7. Zits’ first major realization comes when he is asked to kill Junior, an Indian, and he is sickened by the idea. Then he realizes he had killed many people in the bank too. Do you think Zits has trouble killing Junior because Junior is an Indian? Or has he really changed?
8. How would Zits’ feelings on the Indian reservation in Chapters 7 and 8 differ if he had known his father? How would the entire plot be different if Zits had known his father? Would he make different decisions?

9. Again, in Chapter 8, Zits is disgusted by death and the mutilation of bodies. However, Zits had previously boasted about wanting to break the privates of a former foster father. If it had come down to it, what do you think Zits would have done?
10. While Zits learns much about betrayal and broken relationships in Jimmy’s body, he also gets another glimpse at revenge through Linda. In what ways are Zits and Linda similar and different through their gun wielding and intentions? What other connections can you find between the two? Do you feel that Abbad can fit into this discussion, too?

11. When in the body of the drunken Native American, Zits wonders if his anger towards the young, white couple is justified, or whether the drunken Native American should hold himself responsible for his own fate. What do you believe?  Is his argument believable? Why do you believe he chose to blame them, especially with so much anger?

12. While he knows that the girl trying to help him is true in her compassion, the drunken Native American remains angered and chooses to ignore her, instead provoking the couple. What do you believe was his motivation? Was it a coping mechanism, a mindset that he has grown to use without question, or a form of revenge?

13. In chapter 17, Zits wishes he had awoken in the body of a crow. Why do you think this is? What characteristics do they share, and what does the crow embody that Zits admires?

14. What do you think that the Drunken Native American really meant and wanted when he asked for “respect”? Was this an act of desperation, drunkenness, or him trying to prove something?  What do you think you would have done and how would you have dealt with him? Do you think sharing a secret story is a form of respect?

15. In chapter 18, we learn why his father left him and his mother. Do you believe that if he had stayed he would have been the same type of father he had or a different type? Would he have been further plagued by the memories of his past or cured of them?

16. We eventually learn that Zits ended up abused by a father figure just like his father had been. Was this an inevitable fate that the two shared or a sad coincidence? Do you think that if they had met after the book ended, would this common fate have brought them together or torn them apart?

17. What do you think the significance of Justice’s name is? Is it an accurate name or not? Why do you believe he chose it?

18. What similarities can you find between the babies that Officer Dave couldn’t save and Zits? How does this bring together Zits and Officer Dave? Do you think those children are the reason why Dave has had a soft spot for Zits?

19. In the final pages of the book, Zits revealed his true name after receiving acne medicine. What do you believe the significance is of these offerings (both the gift of acne medicine and his true name)? What was the symbolism behind the name “Zits”, and do you think that taking on his true name shows a major change in his character and life? How were both these names reflective of him and his life?
