The Hunger Games, by Suzanne Collins
Summary

The protagonist, Katniss, becomes the main support for her family after her father passes away and her mother mentally checks out. As a ploy to keep the citizens of Panem scared and dependant, the government has created The Hunger Games, a reality show competition that throws children into an arena and forces them to fight to the death. Katniss’s younger sister is chosen by lottery to partake in the Games, but Katniss volunteers to take her place and is thrust into the deadly world of The Hunger Games. 

Author Information:
Suzanne Collins is an American television writer and author. She began her career in 1991 as a television writer for children’s shows. She was nominated for a Writer’s Guild of America for her work as a television writer. After her career as a television writer ended, she decided to give writing novels a try. She released her first novel in the Hunger Games trilogy in 2008. The second book, Catching Fire, was released in September 2009. The third book in the trilogy is slated to come out in August 2010.
Theme: Consider how you would discuss any of these in an essay paragraph. What examples could you find to support the thesis that any of these IS an important theme of the novel?
The strong Role of a woman
Government

Discussion Questions:

When Prim’s name is chosen, Katniss becomes the first person in the history of the Hunger Games to volunteer to take someone’s spot. Would you do the same if you were put in the same situation? Why or why not?
Haymich is an adult who had won the Hunger Games when he was younger and has now become a drunk and a disgrace to his district. What do you suspect is the cause of his fall from grace? 

In the book it mentions that District 13 was annihilated by the capitol. Can you think of any situation where this can be justified, and what does this say about the government? 

How does violence contribute to the theme of the story? 

Katniss believes that she owes Peeta ever since he gave her the bread. Do you think she does, and should it affect her performance in the Games? 

In this novel the adults seem very distant and don’t show their emotions like the children. How does this benefit the fact that this is a children’s book?
