Leaving Paradise, by Simone Elkeles
Setting- Paradise, Illinois is a medium town outside a big suburb like Peoria or Naperville. The time the story begins it is senior year of high school for the main characters, and the time period in which it takes place is modern.
Background Info- Before the story begins, major action takes place that is important to the story. About a year ago Caleb Becker was driving his car drunk and hit his next door neighbor Maggie Armstrong. This accident sent Caleb to D.O.C (juvie) and Maggie to rehab. Maggie used to be a star tennis player and worked hard to be the best in state so she could make her Dad proud. She comes from a family of divorce and barely sees her Dad anymore. The night of the accident, Maggie told Caleb two things: one that his girlfriend Kendra was cheating on him and two that she loved him. Now all Maggie holds onto is her dream of going to Spain to escape the judgment that she now imagines she is receiving.
Major Characters.

 Caleb Becker- Caleb is a self-proclaimed “Likable rebel”. He is an average teenager who before the accident was popular, and a star wrestler. Now that he is out of D.O.C everyone treats him like a threat, and this affects him negatively. He can be best described as an anti-hero in the novel. He is extremely protective, and is willing to take the fall for things he didn’t do to prevent others from being harmed.
Maggie Armstrong- Maggie was a star tennis player, on the fringes of popularity. After the accident she has become introverted and defeated. She was in love with Caleb Becker, her neighbor. She now has a mangled left leg and is looking forward to escaping the town of Paradise. She used to let nothing get in her way, but now lies down at the first sign of trouble. She has two divorced parents, and it’s hard for her to not see her dad.

Leah Becker- Caleb’s twin sister, Leah used to be Maggie’s best friend, but after the accident they fell out of touch. Leah now after the accident has changed dramatically, and dresses in all black.
Mrs. Reynolds- Mrs. Reynolds is a snarky old woman, who says what she has on her mind, and doesn’t want to stop living. She hires Maggie and Caleb to do work on her house, unintentionally helping to mend their relationship.
Kendra- Kendra is the mayor’s daughter, and the most popular girl in school. She cheated on Caleb with one of his best friends, Bryan, and now is cheating on Bryan with Caleb. She is promiscuous and uses people for her own amusement. 

Brian- One of Caleb’s ex-friends, he is a popular jock who had sex with Kendra while she was dating Caleb.

Mrs. Becker- Mrs. Becker is Caleb’s mom, and cares less about her family than about her family’s image. Since Caleb has been in the D.O.C she has become addicted to pills.
Symbols/ Motifs – Each of these plays a major role in the novel. Consider how you might explain the importance of each of these, as you prepare for your assessment on the novel:
Pie
“Star Wars” Lightsaber 

Gazebo 

Tennis 

Scars
Kendra’s Cherry Lip Gloss 

Sunday Football Games 

Spain
Paradise 
Themes - Consider how you would discuss any of these in an essay paragraph. What examples could you find to support the thesis that any of these IS an important theme of the novel?
Abandonment 
Distorted Truth
Forgiveness 
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Discussion Questions
1. What elements does the dual narration add to enhance the story?

2. Do you feel Caleb’s decision at the end of the book was justified?

3. How do you feel the stream of consciousness added to or subtracted from the story?

4. Do you feel that high school is as superficial as it was portrayed in Leaving Paradise?
5. What events foreshadowed what happened to Mrs. Reynolds?
6. How are Maggie and Mrs. Reynolds foils?
7. How are Mrs. Reynolds’ and Maggie’s relationships and effects on each other ironic?
8. Who are the protagonist and the antagonist of the story?
9. Do you feel Caleb was as victimized as he thought he was?
10. What foreshadowing led up to the revelation of who was driving when the accident occurred?
