This reading guide was created by teachers in the Hinsdale Central High School Special Education Services Department. We thank them for sharing!


ABOUT THE READING GUIDE:
Questions that will be asked in the study guide are to help you understand what you are reading.  You can use this guide during reading or at the end of each chapter, but always read the questions before reading each chapter.
. 

For some chapters, four types of questions may be asked:

1. Questions with answers directly stated from a sentence in the book. (Right There)

2. Questions with answers from a few sentences.  (Think and Search)

3. Questions with answers that require you to use your experiences and knowledge.  (Author and You)

4. Questions with answers that require you to read the book and use your own knowledge.  (On My Own)

Or, you may be asked to interact with the text while you are reading.  Prompts, sentences, and questions found in this guide will help you interact with the text.  

While you are reading, always:

Ask questions, make notes in the margins, make and check predictions continuously, underline & explain important quotes, reread material not understood, and write in your book at least 4 main ideas that occurred in the chapter. 

If you can combine these strategies, you will understand the book better and earn a better grade on the test.

Questions to consider before reading:

1. Look at the cover picture and read the summary of the book, what do you think this story will be about?

2. Do you think jail and juvenile hall is an effective form of punishment for teenagers?

3. What type of punishment would be effective and allow juveniles to receive justice?

4. Do you think life is like a circle?  Why or why not?

Please realize that there are many flashbacks throughout the story.  So while you are reading about Cole’s experiences on the island, you may also read about events in his life that lead up to the events on the island.  Read carefully and pay attention to these changes.  At times, the author will put extra spaces between flashback events and current events to make the reader aware of these flashbacks.

Characters

Cole Matthews

Angry fifteen-year-old who has been in trouble with the law “half of his life”, sent to Circle Justice rather than prison

Garvey

Cole’s parole officer, Tlingit Indian, got Cole into Circle Justice

Edwin

Tlingit elder Indian from Alaska who cared for Cole while he was on the island, helped arrange for Cole’s banishment 

Peter Driscal


Boy who told on Cole, Cole beat him up

Cole’s mom

Cole felt that she only cared about her looks, never fought back or stood up to anyone, divorced, loved to drink alcohol, avoids confrontation

Cole’s dad

Alcoholic, bad temper, blamed everything on Cole, divorced, abusive, thinks money can “buy” anything

Chapter 1

Right There

1. Cole committed many crimes in his life.  What “help” has Cole received for the crimes he committed in his life that have proven to be ineffective?

2. How did Cole feel towards Garvey?

3. To avoid going to jail, Cole agrees to Circle Justice.  Where is Cole banished to participate in Circle Justice?

Think and Search

4. What final crimes did Cole commit that put him in Circle Justice?

5. Describe Circle Justice and the only way it can be effective.

Author and You

6. Why is Cole an angry teenager?

7. What does it mean to receive justice?

On My Own

8. Do you think Circle Justice is a fair punishment for Cole?  Why or why not?

9. Why does Cole agree to Circle Justice?  

Chapter 2

Right There

1. Who else spent time on the island when he was a lost youth?

2. Under what conditions did Garvey agree to sponsor Cole?

Think and Search

3.  When they arrived on the island, Garvey passed a Tlingits gift down to Cole.     Describe the gift and it’s meaning.

4. Why does Cole resent the cabin and all the gifts he is given?

5. When Cole is finally left alone on the island, how does he express his anger?

6. How did Cole convince the Circle Justice committee that he is serious about changing?  Explain why Cole wants or does not want to change?

Author and You

7. Cole said that his anger is like gunpowder.  How is anger like gunpowder? (P.24)

On My Own

8. Edwin and Garvey gave Cole many supplies and great advice to survive on the island.  What advice or supplies would you give Cole to help him survive and change? 

((At the end of this chapter is a great place to predict what Cole is going to do next or how he will survive.  Don’t forget to check if your prediction was right.

Chapter 3

Right There

1. What does Cole think is the “ultimate hurt?”

Think and Search

2. Cole is very angry with his parents.  Look in the chapter for specific examples for why he hates his parents.

3. Garvey visits Cole one day while Cole he is in jail to teach him a lesson.  How does Garvey teach Cole a lesson about the difficult times in life?

4. What did Cole say were the ingredients in his cake?

Author and You

5. Think about Alaska, the water, temperatures, and climate.  Do you think Cole will escape the island?

On My Own

6. What does Garvey mean when he says, “Forgiving is not forgetting?”

Chapter 4

Right There

1. Who comes to the first Hearing Circle?

2. What is the purpose of the Hearing Circle meeting?

3. What is the purpose of Circle Justice?

Think and Search

4. Who does Cole blame for him beating up Peter?  Why?

5. What did Cole express to the group during the meeting?

On My Own

6. How does Cole act during the meeting?

Chapter 5

Right There

1. What prevented Cole from escaping by swimming?

2. Why did Cole have to turn around and go back to the island?

3. What realization scared Cole the most?

4. What about the Spirit Bear angers Cole the most?

Think and Search

5. What happened to Cole while he was trying to swim back to the island?

6. How did Cole first react to the Spirit Bear?

7. Why do you think Cole was so angry that the Bear did not fear him? 

8. Cole will not accept that his banishment is his fault, so whom does he blame?

Author and You

9. If the spirit bear confronted you, how would you react?

Chapter 6

While you are reading, interact with text.  A good rule to follow is: if you underline something, write a comment in the margin.  You should always tell why you underlined a section of text.  This guide will help you write ideas in the margins.  Although some of these ideas are questions, write the answers and/ or underline them in your book next to the paragraph you found the answer in!  Remember to write in your book!  

· The chapter opens with a meeting for Circle Justice.  During the meeting, Cole argues with his father.  Underline incidents of their arguing.  What does this show about their relationship?  What does it say about his father’s character?

· Also in the meeting, Cole describes his feelings for his parents.  Find his quote.  What type of parents does Cole have?

· On page 49, Garvey tries to explain Cole as a person.  He also does not place blame entirely on Cole.  Underline these sentences in the book.  Don’t forget to make a comment next to it! 

· Several people offer solutions for Cole.  Find Peter’s and his lawyer’s solution.

· How is Peter’s mother feeling towards Cole and his punishment?

· In this chapter, Cole finally admits he is afraid.  Can you find that quote?

· Being on the island allows Cole to have to think.  How does he feel about being on the island?  

· Back at the meeting, Cole asks to be sent away.  Where is that quote?

· Why does Cole say it is Garvey’s fault that he is stuck on the island?

· In the book, describe banishment and it’s purpose.

· Find where everyone agrees that Garvey should look into the island.

· At the end of this chapter, write 4 key points/ important events of this chapter.

Chapter 7

While you are reading, use these questions and main points as guidelines for interacting with the text.

As you read this chapter, underline all the survival techniques that Cole uses.  Edwin may have given him some of this advice.

· See if you can find the number of times the Spirit Bear appears and disappears in this chapter.  How does the appearance and disappearance of the Bear make Cole feel?

· For Cole, what does the fish symbolize?

· How long has been on the island so far?

· When and how is Cole going to escape?

· Note Cole’s attack on the Spirit Bear.

· Make a prediction- what is going to happen between Cole and the Spirit Bear?  Come back to your prediction to see if you are right.

· At the end of this chapter, write 4 key points/ important events of this chapter.

Chapter 8

· While you are reading, use these questions and main points as guidelines for interacting with the text.

· What happens when Cole throws the spear at the Bear?

· Make sure you underline and comment on the attack.

· What animals is Cole mad at?

· Why is Cole so angry at each animal?

· Who does Cole blame for the attack?  Why?

· Cole explains his place in life and things he fears- find it!!

· What does jail represent for Cole?

· What do you think of the last paragraph?  What are your thoughts and feelings for Cole?

· Cole gets a piece of the bear’s ___________________ as proof of the attack.  What does this represent for him?  What does he plan on doing with it?

· Wow, a lot of action took place in this chapter!  Was your prediction at the end of chapter 7 correct?

· At the end of this chapter, write 4 key points/ important events of this chapter.

· Is Cole left to die or someone going to rescue him?   What do you think?  Read to find out!

Chapter 9

While you are reading, use these questions and main points as guidelines for interacting with the text.

· As you read this chapter, pretend you are Cole in Alaska.  You were just attacked by a bear.  This chapter is filled with wonderful descriptions.  How would you feel lying on a remote island, alone, in pain, and unable to move?

· If you were Cole, what would you do if you saw the Bear return?

· When did Cole think the Bear was going to attack him?

· The storm leads Cole to a realization, what is it?  

· Cole finally shows that he can care for something at the end of this chapter.  What is he moved by?

· Does Cole show any sign of change yet?  Why or why not?

· At the end of this chapter, write 4 key points/ important events of this chapter.

Chapter 10

While you are reading, use these questions and main points as guidelines for interacting with the text.

· What brought meaning to Cole’s life and a desire to live?

· The book mentions 2 reasons why Cole envies the sparrows.  Can you find the reasons?

· Cole has a new feeling.  He is no longer mad at the sparrows, but how does he feel for them and why?

· While lying on the ground, Cole remembers that Edwin spoke of a circle.  Cole tries to guess at the meaning of the circle of life.

· Underline and comment where Cole questions his purpose in the world.

· What does Cole want?

· What does death and life mean to Cole?

· Who did Cole hurt most?  Why?

· Why did Cole want to keep living?

· Cole now sees a need for the at.oow, what is it?

· How does Cole try to survive?

· What are your feelings for Cole?  Do you feel bad for him? 

Chapter 11
Remember to still interact with the text as your read, but also answer these questions on this sheet.

Right There

1. What meaning does food have for Cole?

Think and Search

2. Why would Cole be spitting at the bear and “his life.”

3. What new survival strategies does Cole use?

On My Own

4. How is Cole feeling in this chapter?

Chapter 12

Right There

1. Cole thinks he is going to die, what is he feeling?

2. Who rescued Cole?

3. What did Garvey think caused the injuries on Cole?

4. At the end of the chapter, where was Cole taken?

5. The Spirit Bear’s _______________________ shows Cole that the bear does not want to hurt him.

Think and Search

6. Why is Cole crying at the beginning of the chapter?

7. Cole encounters the bear a final time, what happens?

8. Were seagulls pecking at Cole while he was dying?  What happened?

On My Own

9. How is Cole like a baby bird?

10. Cole compares staying alive to hanging on a bar on the playground.  How is it alike?

Chapter 13

Right There

1. Who is the nurse that is caring for Cole?

2. On page 105, there is a sign of Cole changing.  What does he finally accept?  

Think and Search

3. What are Rosey’s purposes for living?

4. Why does Garvey help others?  (Hint:  look at Garvey’s quote about him as a teenager)

5. Find examples from the chapter can you find to prove that Cole wants to change.

Author and You

6. Do you think it is important that we help others?  Why?

On My Own

7. Why do you think Cole is attached and wanted the at.oow?

8. What did Cole learn from the conversation with Garvey and Rosey?

9. Edwin said, “ Anger is a memory never forgotten.”  How will Cole use this advice in his life?

10. Is there really a Spirit Bear?

Chapter 14

Right There

1. Who did not visit Cole while he was in the hospital?

Think and Search

2. How has Cole’s injuries and hospitalization changed his mom?  What is she like now?

3. Garvey says that Cole acts like someone when he is mad.  Who does Cole act like when he is mad?

4. What does Cole’s mom say to help explain his dad’s anger issues?

Author and You

5. If you were a member of the Circle Justice team, what would you suggest for Cole’s consequences?

On My Own

6. Why would Garvey ask the guard not to put handcuffs on Cole?

7. Why did Edwin come to the Circle Justice meeting?

8. Pretend you are Cole.  What would you say to the Keeper when she asked, “Explain why we shouldn’t transfer your case back to the court system for prosecution and sentencing?”

Chapter 15

Right There

1. According to Cole’s mom, how has Cole changed?

Think and Search

2. Who are the only people to ever care for Cole?

3. Describe the two paths of life that Edwin explained during his demonstration.

4. Cole sees he’s changed.  Explain the change occurring in Cole and how the change began.

5. How is Cole able to go back to the island?

Author and You

6. How are Garvey and Edwin like giraffes?

7. How is Cole empowered by the Spirit Bear’s attack?

Chapter 16

While you are reading, use these questions and main points as guidelines for interacting with the text.

· Find evidence that demonstrates Garvey and Edwin’s distrust of Cole.

· A comparison to life as a celebration is made.  Find what life/ the world is being compared to.

· Find information on the friendship song.

· As you read the chapter, find examples of how Garvey’s “hot dog” is different from Cole’s “hot dog.”

· What does Garvey toast to?

· Find the advice Garvey gives to Cole about life.  Write in the margins what it means.

· Write a brief summary at the end of the chapter.

Chapter 17

While you are reading, use these questions and main points as guidelines for interacting with the text.

· On page 143, Edwin comments, “Half of being trusted is to trust.”  What does this mean?

· Why does Edwin wake Cole early in the morning?

· Find examples of how the stick demonstration applies to life.

· What will the pond do for Cole?

· At the bottom of page 146, write a theme for this chapter and find examples t support your theme.

*Theme= a lesson learned

Chapter 18

While you are reading, use these questions and main points as guidelines for interacting with the text.

· Why does Cole have to build the cabin by himself?

· Find the sentences that explain the purpose for dancing.

· Find the first dance performed.

· What did the firs dance teach Edwin, Garvey, and Cole?

· Find what Edwin and Cole do in the morning again.  (Burrrr)

· At first, how does Cole feel about this morning routine?  Then find how Edwin responds to Cole’s complaint.

· What is the meaning of carrying the rock up the hill and rolling it down?

Chapter 19

While you are reading, use these questions and main points as guidelines for interacting with the text.

· Find the dance they will perform tonight.

· Next to the dance, write some lessons a wolf could teach a person.

· What did Garvey threaten Cole with?  Why?

· Then Garvey gave Cole another chance.  Find why he gave Cole another chance and what the conditions were for the chance.

· Find who dances the wolf dance.

· What were the lessons the wolf taught Cole?

· Find the morning activities Cole performs and what each activity teaches him.

· Write 4 major events that happened in this chapter.

Chapter 20

While you are reading, use these questions and main points as guidelines for interacting with the text.

· On this worksheet, write what you think Cole is going to tell Edwin and Garvey about the lessons he learned this morning.

· Cole tells Edwin and Garvey what he learned- find his lessons learned.

· What does Cole finish building?

· What does Cole do with the last meal he makes for Edwin and Garvey?

· What dance is performed?

· Near the description of Cole’s Spirit Bear dance, write a lesson Cole learned from the bear.

· What happened the next morning?

· As Edwin and Garvey are leaving the island, what gift does Garvey give Cole?  How is it supposed to help Cole?

Chapter 21

Right There

1. What is Cole’s daily routine?

2. What does Cole finally do with the log he found?

3. What animal does Cole first carve?

4. Why does Cole want to be like an eagle?

Think and Search

5. What two things does Cole say he could do with the loge he found?

6. Why does Cole have trouble sleeping?

7. What are totem poles for?

Author and You

8. If you were banished to an island and found the log, what would you do with it?

On My Own

9. Edwin says Cole is closer to healing.  Do you agree?  Why or why not?

10. What other animals might Cole care?

*Don’t forget to fill in the chart on Cole’s changes in personality

Chapter 22

Right There

1. What will Cole carve next?

2. Why did Cole want to be invisible?

3. What dance is performed tonight, and what are the lessons learned?

4. How did Cole try to be invisible?

Author and You

5. How does the beaver represent people in Cole’s life?

6. What is frustrating Cole?

On My Own

7. What thing or things could help Cole heal?

8. Was Cole really attacked by a Spirit Bear?  Why or why not?

Chapter 23

Right There

1. What dance does Cole do tonight?

Think and Search

2. How was Cole going to be invisible?  What did being invisible mean to Cole

3. Why is Cole finally able to do this dance?

Author and You

4. How would you become “invisible?”

On My Own

5. What effects does becoming invisible have on Cole?

6. Why does it take Cole so long to do the anger dance?

7. In 2- 3 sentences, describe the anger dance.

Chapter 24

Right There

1. What does it mean to be angry?

2. What does Cole tell Edwin he learned from the anger dance?

3. Why can’t Cole carve anger in the totem?

4. What season is Cole living through?

5. What news did Edwin tell Cole about Peter?

Think and Search

6. What carvings are on the totem now?

7. What dances does Cole perform?

8. Due to the season, what does Cole give up doing each day?

9. How did Cole spend his time in winter?

10. How did Cole celebrate Christmas?

11. Cole always asked Edwin about two people during visits.  Who were they?

12. How does Cole react to the news of Peter?

Author and You

13. What would be a good symbol to represent anger on the totem?

14. How would you help Peter feel his life has meaning?

On My Own

15. Cole is having a difficult time deciding how to carve anger.  What does Cole want his carving on the totem to represent?

16. Why would Cole feel the need to go to the pond and carry the ancestor rock?

17. How do you think Cole can help Peter?

Chapter 25

Right There

1. What really was Cole’s dance of anger?

2. Who is going to stay on the island with Cole?

3. Why can’t Peter carve anything on the bottom of his totem pole?

Think and Search

4. How are Peter’s parents reacting to Peter staying on the island?

5. While Cole is telling his story of staying on the island, he told about the first time he cared for something.  Describe when that moment occurred.

On My Own

6. If you were Peter’s parents, would you let him go to the island with Cole?  Why or why not? 

7. Do you think Pete is being honest about his promise to never hurt anyone again?  Why or why not?

8. After reading this chapter, do you think Cole is convincing everyone he has changed?  Explain your reasoning.

Chapter 26

While you are reading, use these questions and main points as guidelines for interacting with the text.

· Find examples of Peter not trusting Cole.

· How do Peter’s parents now view Cole?

· At the bottom of page 217, write the highlights of Mr. Driscal’s conversation with Cole.

· Find the sign of peace Cole tries to give Peter.

· How does Peter react to the sign of peace?

· How are Cole’s parents?

· What happened in the morning?

· Find how Peter is treating Cole?

· What two things does Peter try to do?

· Peter begins a conversation with Cole!!

· Find Peter’s peace offering to Cole.

Chapter 27

While you are reading, use these questions and main points as guidelines for interacting with the text.

· Find how Peter is relieving his anger.

· Cole is beginning to help Peter heal.  Find the activities he is doing with Peter to help him and write in the margins how Cole is reacting to having Peter on the island.

· What did each person learn from the mouse dance?

· After returning from the walk, Cole is angry, but is then thankful.  Where did this happen? 

· Is Peter beginning to heal?  

· Write down 4- 5 major events that took place in this chapter.

Chapter 28

While you are reading, use these questions and main points as guidelines for interacting with the text.

· This chapter takes place during what season?

· Finally Peter and Cole go to soak alone.  In the margins, write the major events that took place.  You will want to look for examples that prove Cole has changed, reactions of people, and feelings and actions of Peter.  

· What helped Cole discover who he was?

· Find all the explanations that Cole uses to tell how life is like a circle.  Then, at the end of the chapter and in your own words, try to explain how life is like a circle.

· What does Cole give Peter as a sign of trust?  Then Peter does something in response, what does he do?

· What did they carve together?  Why did they choose that symbol?

>>Read the Author’s Note on page 241; it is short and interesting.

>>Now, fill in the chart on character changes.

Final thought:

· Circle Justice is a real form of rehabilitation.  Do you think it would be effective? 

· This story is not true, but will Cole slip back into his old ways when he goes home?
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Character Turning Points

	Character
	Beginning of Story
	Events that Caused Changed 
	End of Story

	Cole
	
	
	

	Peter
	
	
	


To use this graph, describe each character at the beginning of the story, then list events in each characters life that caused him to change, and finally describe the character at the end of the story.  Each of these characters changed significantly throughout the story, so you should be able to find plenty of events that helped each character change.

