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RB launches renovation web site to reach out to community

While the most visible sign of construction in Riverside Brookfield High School’s renovation is the demolition of its northwest corner, a new promotional web site is giving community members a chance to see the progress going on inside the school.  James McHugh Construction Company, the construction and management firm overseeing the renovation, has set an aggressive summer schedule which upped the pace of the construction just days after school officially closed.  However, School Board members and members of the Core Team, a group of essential decision makers in the renovation process, were concerned that the public did not have enough information or access to the headway being made with the construction process.

“It’s really amazing to take a step inside the construction zone,” said Assistant Principal of Curriculum and Instruction Tim Scanlon, “You wouldn’t believe how many areas in the school are being worked on at the same time.”

The new web site, available at www.rbhs208.org/renovation.htm, has offered the community “behind the scenes” access to the school even though much of the building has limited access during the summer construction.  The site features virtual tours of the first and second floor construction as well as video walkthroughs produced by RBTV, the school’s in-house television station.
“I’ve been glad to work with [television director] Gary Prokes to show folks what’s going on during the construction,” said Construction Manager Andy Totten, “I think the videos help to make the renovation real to the community.”

Another aspect of the renovation which the school hopes to highlights is its environmental aspect.  The school has used its web site to promote its green construction practices in regards to the renovation.  From recycling nearly 80% of the demolition waste produced by the renovation to using motion-sensitive lights and smart plumbing fixtures, the school, which also sponsors the SEE Team (School of Environmental Education) alongside the Brookfield Zoo, has gone to great lengths to ensure an ecologically sound renovation process.

--MORE--

“Once we knew we were going to be able to renovate,” said Scanlon, “we all definitely agreed that we should do it right.  We wanted a financially and environmentally responsible construction process.”
The new promotional web site also has updated the school’s renovation timeline into an interactive, visual format.  McHugh Construction has broken down the renovation into multiple, sometimes overlapping phases.  Currently, the school is nearing the tail-end of Phase 2, which will be complete with the finalization of the new swimming pool by November.  Phase 3A involves the construction of the new northwest entryway, which will house a student commons, student services, and administrative offices.  This phase has begun over the summer with demolition and is scheduled to be substantially complete in February of 2009.

Also occurring over the summer is Phase 3B, which involves the renovation of many second floor classrooms.  Finished classrooms have new floors, paint, ceilings, and fixtures.  They also feature tie-ins to the schools revamped heating, cooling, and electrical systems.  Many of the rooms will also have state of the art, ceiling mounted projection units for use in classroom instruction.

The school plans to host a renovation Open House for the community on September 29th.

For additional information on the renovation, contact Daniel Mancoff or visit http://www.rbhs208.org.

ABOUT RIVERSIDE BROOKFIELD HIGH SCHOOL

Riverside Brookfield High School is a partnership of parents, students, staff, Board of Education, elementary schools and community. This academic partnership will provide a comprehensive education in a safe, orderly, well-equipped environment. All students will be prepared with the intellectual, aesthetic, vocational, physical, personal and social skills necessary to be responsible and effective members of a diverse and changing world.
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