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New classrooms open at Riverside Brookfield High School
Day by day, what began as schematic, architectural drawings of Riverside Brookfield High School’s building renovation are moving closer as work on the school opened classrooms within the new northwest corner of the building.
“As we moved from the building referendum to design, the school’s Core Team came up with a priority list of items that we felt needed to fit into the scope of the project.  That list has guided our decisions as the project has progressed, leading to some of the work you can see going on right now,” said Construction Manager Andy Totten.

While the renovation includes replacement, refinishing, and upgrades to the entire building, the new entryway may be the most dramatic change to the school’s structure.
The northwest entryway will shift the focal point of the school to the building’s north side.  Students and staff will enter a completely new construction which will contain a student commons, given an open-air feeling by the two-story foyer, split staircases, interior brickwork, and glass railings.
“It will be a really dramatic, welcoming entrance to the building,” said Assistant Principal Tim Scanlon.

More importantly, the northwest entryway will open up additional classroom space.  The movement of administrative offices to the new construction will free-up the former offices to become classrooms.

Additionally, eight new classrooms additional classrooms have been added to the original project, built atop the new, first floor science labs.

“Originally, we planned to leave that area as a single story.  Then, we saw the possibility to have new rooms shelled out,” said Totten.  “As the project progressed, we found the flexibility to finish those rooms completely.”

--MORE—

Because the rooms are being built atop the new science labs, they will be larger than standard classroom size.

Space in the new entryway has been used creatively.  Along the second-floor walkway, a two-steps drop down into what will become a gallery to display student art-work.  This area will then flow naturally into the actual art classrooms.

“We expect that spot to become a natural gathering place for students because of its accessibility and visual interest,” said Totten.


The majority of the renovation work will be completed at the start of the 2009-2010 school year, with finishing touches scheduled for late fall, bringing the multi-million dollar project to a close.
“Opening the new northwest entryway will be a big step forward for the renovation,” said Scanlon.  “From the very beginning, the Core Team has been diligent about spending money wisely.  It’s gratifying to see those early choices moving towards a positive conclusion.”
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Riverside Brookfield High School is a partnership of parents, students, staff, Board of Education, elementary schools and community. This academic partnership will provide a comprehensive education in a safe, orderly, well-equipped environment. All students will be prepared with the intellectual, aesthetic, vocational, physical, personal and social skills necessary to be responsible and effective members of a diverse and changing world.
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