The Iraq War vs. The Vietnam War

 Parallels in U.S. History

For this assignment, students will conduct an analysis of American involvement in the Vietnam War and American involvement in the current war in Iraq.  Afterwards, students will generate an outline describing one similarity and one difference

Step One: Initial Thoughts

Please answer the following question before you begin the assignment:

Do you think the current war in Iraq is exactly the same, completely different, or somewhere in between? 

______________________________________________________________________________

Step Two: Background Knowledge

Study the essential terms and timeline

Step Three: Analysis
Choose one of the categories below to research.  For the category you choose, you will have to find one similarity and one difference between the current war in Iraq and the Vietnam War.

Here are the categories you may choose from:
1. Military Results

a. troop numbers and casualties

b. types of battles fought and battle results

c. conditions for soldiers

2. Media Coverage

a. early television v. 24-hour cable coverage

b. civilian reporters in the field

c. media opinions/propaganda/influence

3. Public Opinion

a. before

b. during

c. after

4. Economic Factors

a. cost of war (translate $ amounts for comparison)

b. domestic programs sacrificed for war

c. impact on U.S. economy 

Step Four: Creating Your Outline
(grade will be part of your 2nd Semester Exam)
