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Student Residency Policy
Residency Requirements
Generally, Illinois law provides that the residence of a student is deemed to be the same as the residence of the person who has legal custody of the student and permits only students who are residents of the school district to enroll and attend on a tuition-fee basis. The person claiming legal custody must also reside in the school district. The grounds for legal custody – along with certain exceptions to legal custody and residence requirements – are set forth in the District’s Residency Procedure as well as in the School Code.
The criteria for determining the residency of special education students are set forth in the District’s Residency Procedure as well as in the School Code and must be applied in place of the criteria and procedures generally applicable to students, when appropriate.

The criteria for determining the residency of homeless students are set forth in the District’s Residency Procedure as well as in the Education for Homeless Children Act.

Non-Resident Tuition Students

Under Section 10-22.5 of the Illinois School Code, the Board of Education may, but is not required to, admit non-resident students. If in exceptional circumstances a non-resident student is permitted to enroll or if an unauthorized non-resident student attends, the student must be charged tuition equal to 110% of the per capita cost of conducting and maintaining the District schools for the preceding school year in accordance with Section 10-12.a of the School Code.
Non-resident students not covered by a joint education agreement shall provide their own transportation.

A regular education student who becomes a non-resident during the school term may attend school until the completion of the school term in June on a tuition-free basis so long as there is no break in enrollment after becoming a non-resident. However, a special education student may be subject to disenrollment upon becoming a non-resident, with the new district of residence becoming financially responsible for the student if the student is not disenrolled. 

When a student’s change of residence is due to the military service obligation of the student’s legal custodian, the student’s residence is deemed to be unchanged for the duration of the custodian’s military service obligation if the student’s custodian makes a written request. The District, however, is not responsible for the student’s transportation to or from school. 
If, at the time of enrollment, a dependent child of military personnel is housed in temporary housing located outside of the District, but will be living within the District within 60 days after the time of initial enrollment, the child is allowed to enroll, subject to the requirements of State law, and must not be charged tuition.
Payment of Tuition

Tuition shall be paid by certified or cashier’s check in advance on a semester-by-semester basis.

Temporary Enrollment

Non-resident students whose parents or legal guardians demonstrate sufficient intent to establish residency within 30 calendar days from the student’s first day of attendance shall be permitted to attend subject to the payment of tuition in advance by cashier’s or certified check for the number of school days within that 30 day, calendar day period. Demonstration of sufficient intent must be by a real estate purchase contract with all significant contingencies satisfied, a closing statement or a lease, showing entitlement to possession within the 30 day period. If residency is not established within the 30 day period, the student shall be disenrolled effective at the end of the 30 day period or as soon thereafter as reasonably possible, subject to the payment of tuition for any additional days of attendance beyond the semester. If residency is established within the 30 day period, the tuition for this period will be refunded. At the sole discretion of the Superintendent, and for demonstrated cause, there may be a one time 30 day extension of this temporary enrollment period with all of the same conditions applying thereto, as were in place during the initial 30 day period.
Home District Requests

Students whose home school district requests their attendance at Riverside Brookfield High School will be considered. Any enrollment will be subject to the payment of tuition as set forth above. Additionally, the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) will be responsible for transporting the student to and from school.

Admission of Non-Resident Students Pursuant to an Agreement or Order

Non-resident students may attend District schools tuition-free pursuant to:
1. A written agreement with an adjacent school district to provide for tuition-free attendance by a student of that district, provided both the Superintendent or designee and the adjacent district determine that the student’s health and safety will be served by such attendance.

2. A written agreement with cultural exchange organizations and institutions supported by charity to provide for tuition-free attendance by foreign exchange students and non-resident pupils of charitable institutions.

3. According to an intergovernmental agreement.

4. Whenever any State or federal law or a court order mandates the acceptance of a non-resident student.

Residency Investigation and Determination

The Superintendent may investigate and determine the residency of any student before or after enrollment in accordance with the applicable provisions of Illinois law and may require the involved persons to provide additional information to be considered by the District in determining residency. Such information may include, but is not limited to, real estate contracts, leases, financial documents, voter registration, tax documents, bills, and vehicle registrations and licenses. The investigation may include, but need not be limited to, interviews, completion of questionnaires, observations and home visits. Whenever the Superintendent receives information believed to be reliable questioning the residency of the student, the Superintendent shall conduct an investigation to determine whether the student is a resident of the District.
If a student has not begun attendance in school when residency is questioned, the Superintendent shall generally deny attendance pending determination of the student’s residency; however, students who are considered homeless under the Education for Homeless Children Act, 105 ILCS 45/1-1 et seq. shall be enrolled immediately. At the conclusion of the investigation and after providing the student and the student’s parents or other appropriate person an opportunity to discuss the matter, the Superintendent shall make a decision as to the student’s residency. If the Superintendent determines that the student is not a resident, the Superintendent will take appropriate action which may include refusing to enroll the student.
If the Superintendent determines that a student already enrolled is not a resident of the school district, notice of the decision and an opportunity for a hearing shall be given, a hearing held before the Board or its hearing officer if timely requested, and a decision made in accordance with the procedures specified in the School Code. The student may be disenrolled and tuition charged for the period of non-residency, if non-residency is found by the Superintendent, subject to appeal to, and/or affirmation by, the Board. However, pending any appeal to, and/or affirmation by, the Board of the Superintendent’s determination of non-residency, a student enrolled and attending school in the District may continue to attend school. The person responsible for the student is responsible for tuition pending an appeal if non-residency is found by the Board, as well as tuition for the balance of the period of non-residency.

As used in this policy, the term “Superintendent” includes the Superintendent’s designee.

Criminal Punishment for Misrepresentation of Residency

Illinois law has made it a crime, punishable by imprisonment and fine, to knowingly or willfully present any false information regarding the residency of a student for purposes of enabling that student to attend on a tuition-free basis or to knowingly enroll or attempt to enroll a student on a tuition-free basis when the student is known to be a non-resident of the District. The Superintendent is authorized to seek prosecution to the full extent of the law of any person who the Superintendent believes has committed any residency-related crime. Civil proceedings may also be initiated with the approval of the Board.
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